
Unit: HS WH 8 Rise of Imperialism 

 

Grade Level:Currie HS WH 8 Rise of Imperialism 
Unit Name: Currie HS WH Rise of Imperialism 
Pacing 10 days 

Priority Standards:  
 
9-12.WH.1.GS.A 

Analyze laws, policies and processes to 

determine how governmental systems affect 

individuals and groups in society in world 

history post c.1450 

 

 

9-12.WH.5.CC.A 

Analyze world-wide imperialism in the late 

nineteenth and twentieth centuries to determine 

its causes and consequences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Targets: 
 
⮚ I will identify causes and effects of 

historical actions. 
⮚ I will make predictions about the outcomes 

of political decisions. 
⮚ I will analyze the consequences of 

historical actions. 

 
 
➢ I will identify the major imperial powers, 

including Great Britain, Italy, Germany, the 

United States, and France, 

➢ I will analyze the cultural, economic, and 

nationalistic motivations for imperialism.  

➢ I will  explain the consequences of 

imperialism for the imperial nations and for 

the indigenous populations 

➢ I will analyze the underlying conditions in 

Europe that led to imperialism (such as the 

belief in racial superiority, nationalism, 

religion, economic theories)  

➢ I will evaluate consequences (positive and 

negative) of imperialism for the colonizers 

and indigenous populations  

➢ I will summarize the significance of the 

period of imperialism on international 

conflict, placing the period into context 

with WWI and related wars.  

➢  

 

Supporting Standards:  
9-12.WH.4.CC.D 

Analyze responses and reactions to revolutions 

in order to predict future conflicts.  

 

9-12.WH.5.CC.C 

Analyze the varying process of colonization 

and decolonization to compare their impact on 

and legacies in the world today.  

 

9-12.WH.5.GS.A 

Compare and contrast evolving governmental 

systems, including monarchy, theocracy, 

totalitarianism and representative government 

to determine their impact on society. 

 

9-12.WH.4.G.A 

Explain how and why places changed as a 

result of revolutions and why people perceived 

the same place in varied ways.  

 

9-12.WH.5.G.A 

Analyze physical geography to explain the 

availability and movement of resources.  

 

9-12.WH.5.G.B 

Explain how technology has reduced barriers 

and expanded peoples’ capacity to make use of, 

or modify, the physical environment.   

 

9-12.WH.5.G.C 



\9-12 WH-1.CC.A 
(DOK 3) 
Create and use tools to analyze a chronological 
sequence of related events in world history. 
 
 
9-12.WH.1.PC.A 
(DOK 3) 
Using a world history lens, describe how peoples’ 
perspectives shaped the sources/artifacts they 
created 
 
 
 

9-12.WH.1.G.C 

Locate major cities of the world and key world 

nations; the world’s continents and oceans and 

major topographical features of the world 

⮚ I will use various types of (timelines, 
charts, maps, diagrams) to analyze events 
in world history. 

 
 
➢  I will,  when analyzing primary resources,  be 

able to take into consideration point of view; bias; 
audience; purpose; 

➢ I will , when analyzing primary sources, be able to 
take into consideration political, social, and 
economic circumstances of the time to develop 
historical empathy 

 
 

⮚ I will locate lands that were part of the 
imperial era 

 

Evaluate the relationship between technological 

and scientific advancements and increasing 

global interaction. 

 

9-12.WH.5.EC.A 

Analyze economic systems such as market, 

mixed, and command to determine their impact 

on economic growth, labor markets, rights of 

citizens, the environment, and resource 

allocation in and among regions 

 

9-12.WH.5.EC.B 

Evaluate the response of individuals, groups, 

and governments to economic, environmental, 

health, and medical challenges to understand 

how systems change and evolve over time. 

 

 

9-12.WH.1.G.A 

Create and use maps and other graphic 

representations in order to explain relationships 

and reveal patterns and trends in world history 

1450-2010 

 

 

Big Ideas: 
 
 Competition for resources affects the 

economic relationship between nations. 
  
 Culture can unite and divide societies 

and regions. 
  
 Conflict often has multiple causes and 

many long lasting effects. 

 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
What changes resulted from European and 
American colonial expansion? 
What was the impact on the peoples of colonized 
territories? 
 
How did competition for resources affect economic 
relationships between nations? 
 
How can culture unite or divide a region and 
society? 
 

Vocabulary: 
 
imperialism 
racism 
Social Darwinism 
Berlin Conference 
assimilation 
protectorate 
sphere of influence 
sepoy 
Pacific Rim 
annexation 
 



 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


